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SPRING DINI o
NG ME
SERVED IN THE BAII\{TU
12-2PM AND 6-7.30PM @ £8.95 PER PERSON

STARTERS

Home made spring vegetable soup
Ham hock terrine

Chicken Loulash pancake
. Melon rosetse
With  fresh berries and  fruit Coulss

MAIN COURSES

Crispy roast pork belly
Served with natural gravy

Chicken breast stuffed with bacon and cheese
And served in cream sauce

: . Whiting fillet
Filled with vegetable julienne and served n white wine sauce

Ba.ée.d &oats cheese in filo pastry
Served with tomato and  fresh herb Coulis

- WEHOPE YOU ENJOY YOUR vISIT

-

Looking to get away from it all? Tucked away
in the Cotswold secret village of Blockley, The
Crown Inn is a Traditional 15th Century
Coaching Inn, refurbished to a high standard
offering charming atmosphere and welcoming

hospitality.

We have private dinning and function room
facilities available here at The Crown Inn, we
would be pleased to discuss menus and events
with you. With 24 bed rooms we are able to

offer the very best of Cotswold hospitality, and
our talented chefs can guarantee your
celebration is a great success. A selection of
wines from all over the world is available, and
our vintners are able to offer a special selection
of chateau bottled and vintage wines for that
special occasion.

Book your wedding with us, not only will we
make your special day truly unforgettable we
also offer reduced rates for accommodation.



MORETON TIMES
Insidéhe APRIL editic

I t 0s,thafpirridt mont h of
raining Of courseit 6 s sdugrainasthis
time of year, bt with so nuchstill to be done to
secure Moreton and other communities from
further flooding, rain such as we have been
having is becoming a major worry. Some of tho
expensiveeonsultancies and Government repori
are still not ready to be published (we hope
theydébre not being pai
the page!andplars are already being discussec
in some detail for rebuilding/ regenerating
buildings for community use, with funds being
raised accordingly. With no certainty or
guarantees thdt | o o d se-owcor,mawtiong
do people have to wait to see these plaging
realised> o what 6s going o

Wedve taken a quick look aur neares€otswold
Conveniencetno. Howimportantdo you think a
good loo can be?

Theae® anew feature coming as veballeng

you tohave a go atomethingyou have wanted tc
do for ages, and not got around to it. Have a lot
atafewideasonpaged. her eds a f
some of the pages too
Heather Kenmure. | hope it will be good read ai
t hat |eyjay it. &diitor

Heather Kenmure Graphic Design
01451 870880

RS.V.P

Moreton Times accepts articles and letters on loi
issues for publication, including news and reports fri
PPCs, clubs and associations, etc. Residents, busin
and visitors are welcome to submit copy. Advertisi
space is available for all locdlusinesses, clubs an
associations Costsfrom £5/ col inchin colour/ black &
white; discount ofup to 100%is available for local
volunteer groups and charitigdontact us for details.

Articles & advertising copy MUST be received
by the 16" of January for the next edition, by
hand or post to P.O. Box 6 at thePost Office,
Stow on the Wold GL54 1WD or eMail(as above)

TelephoneMoreton Times on
07789 175 002

(The phone will take your messages too
give your name & contact number
and we will return your call.)

eMail MORETON TIMES on
moreton-times@dial.pipex.com
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TheGibraltar Rocks

Steve Farnsworth looks out acro
the greens in Moreton every da
seeing the changes that the seas
bring - and those that humankin

imposes on them. The Tow &
Council 6s recei|

populate them with rocks howeve
is the most unwelcome changetly

Steve and Val Farnworth own ar &

run the Grimes House galler
opposite the greens and hundreds
people visiting the shop have bet
unhappy about

Rocks o, so many |

started a Petition to Council t
remove them.

Steve attened the Council Meeting
in March in order to talk to Moretor
Town Council about the collecte
views of so many locals an
visitors, and read the lette
published below. He took with hin
two photos - 6 Gi br al t ¢
pictured her e, -
Rockvi ewb shown
our front cover this month.

fiCouncilors, Clerk,
Moreton in Marsh Town Coungcil
As a parishioner who does a got
deal of work on a volunteer basis,
do not underestimate the sterlir
effort put in by the members of th
Town Cound, as volunteers
themselves. So | am sensitive wh
it comes to ' -
something
which
would be
thought
of as critical
to those
efforts.

| am sure you are aware that | live opposite the greens, the
my front garden! | had viewed the placement of the stones
some amazement; however it is the comments of the pi
coming into our shop that promptétk petition. Indeed it was
because of the suggestions of several people that | started |

Barney Rubbles back yard?
Meteorite shower?

The strength of feeling from those people has surprised
some are absolutely furiswat what they see as the ddsmn
of the High Street. Commen-
ageo, iMet eorite shower o0,
Back Yardo plus many mor e,
to repeat!! (continued next page)



(continued) Visitors too

The bulk of the signatories are local peop
but many vigors also think the rocks reall
spoil the look of the town, especially whe
they remember how lovely it looked with tr
trees in full blossom; the greens were thet
delightful aspect of Moreton.

We know they are there to filla purpose,
however | §ll see cars parked on the kerb
stones and during the recent resurfacing of tl
service road a contr
right on one of the greens overnight! The
feeling is that they
crack a nut, 0 more a
Surely a more attractive solution could be
found?

filt has been suggested that theguld be
covered with manure & yoghurt to ai
weathering but this will only serve to mak
them dirty, weatheredbut still VERY UGLY
and far too large!

So far, with over 400signatories
gathered in under a week, including those fr
and collected by, Lord & Lady Dulverton, it i
obvious to everyone the strength of pub
opinion against this

It is reported by some that the ston
cost the Council nothingperhaps they coulc
sell this valuable stone to help pay for a mc
attractive solution. There have been ma
suggestions for alternatives, perhaps
Council could openly canvas public opiniol
and maybe a public meeting could be held
gather ideas andelp to resolve the mattel

The Council could also approach loc
businesses who may well wish to contribute
an attractive solution, | know | would!

| want to be proud of my High Stree
not feel ashamed of it!

Steve & Val Farnsworth,
Grimes House,

High Street,

Moreton in Marsh,GL56 AT

P.S. By 2% April there were over 700
signatures and many many strong comments
far too strong for publication!

The petition is available to sign at the post office
in New Road, The Marshmallow Tea Room &
Restaurant as well as at Grimes House.

(If you have an opinioon this,or would like to
make a comment, write to / email the Editor at
Moreton Times.Contact detailsn pages3 & 22.)

A Vision of our future-
The state of our countryside in 2026

Bill B mameswoll ihéfamiliar to readers of his widely
enjoyed travel books, including the delightfully humorous
O6Not es flr oins laa rsdma.l

In 2007 hewas invited to take uthe presidency of the Campaign to
Protect Rural England (CPRE), and has recently sparked a natione
debate on the publication of a provocative paper and online forum
Engl ando6s Tovwmuatvisigrisr thel aountrysideon the
future of the countryside in =:
about it on -0CWeREIOGIs oweenbpsaitgen on
influence Government. But thi s
politicians. It shou be debated by everyone, from farmers to busir
people, planners to village shop owners. We believe we can all ta
action to protect the countryside, enhance it, and promote its

i mportance, thatoés ~why=weldwe
and &t up a debates page for all views on the future of our
countryside. 6

CPRE have publisheBiowards a vision for the countryside their
websitewww.cpre.org.ukand have set up amline debate forum. &
campaignridentifiesfive key countryside issues that describe possik
futures for people and places in 2026:

A LifestylEn gdmdc dloesi scoruen t riy s i
Natural Health Service. Farm and.country. visits are-part'ofithe
school curriculum and Mg more people are using and visiting: thi
countryside.
A Life in our <ci fhamkstogoddplannisg,
three quarters of new homes created will be contained within url
areas, built on existing brownfield land. Smaller towns and villag
will.grow as a result of the revival in locally produced food and tt
interest in the countryside for leisure. This will also help to creat
more local jobs.
A Cli mat e c¢hange Fanmmed havehhelpedto u
reduce CO2 emissions by moving aviigym crops that require larg
amounts of synthetic, oil derived fertilisers. To adapt to the chan
climate, new areas of coastal wetland will be created. Increased
rainfall will be-absorbed through better land management and
technologies. Biodiverse arichn rs will store enough
water to take us through drought:
A Food. anFarmérawiled e from maintaining:tl
¢ countryside and from countryS|de Visits as people take more hol
F there. The wildflowers, birds, insects and marnsnizat had so
* dwindled over the previous 70 years are being encouraged to re
Farmers will play their part in Supplying our energy needs
- diversifying into bicenergy crops, growing rapeseed oil and fast
~growing trees for wood burning. 1
P | aAnewfocys of the planning system will be on increas

Vo

-h\'

‘use of the 6countryside next
‘sensitively, retaining countryside character while encouraging a
and recreationé. a greener G

Shaun Spier<Chief Executie of CPRE, said

fiwe all have different views about the kind of landscape we want .
pass on to the next generation. We are not predicting the future, bt
exploring how thingsnightlook in 2026.

While we continue to defend countryside from inappropriate
development we also want to come up with positive solutions. We \
to show how necessary development can be accommodated witho
eating up too much countrygdasde
an amenity, in supplying food, in helping us mitigatel adapt to
climate changé can be enhanced.

Be we candt provide all the ar
will, we hope, lead to a shared understanding of the sort of country
we want to see and how to get


http://www.cpre.org.uk/

Robert Duttonds |

e t-fresantsrislad Maldeton flopding t s 0

have provided an excellent overview of the situation.
He has kindly forwarded the following to M.T. for publishing.

Safeguarding Moretem-Marsh

(from the risk of further pluvial flooding)

Progress on safeguarding our town continues to be glacial
am pleased to be able to advise you and your readers
progress nevertheless continuebéomade.

All ast week contractors wer
twin-culvert carrying the River Evenlode across the north
end of the town. The engineer told me that 37 tons of silt
been transported away to -

s uc k abh anddeliris lad been removed. A smart vit
camera was then floated through each side of the culvert
reportedly it is in good condition. It is well built in stone a
only the portals are brick. From the outlet in Blenheim P
(near the railway footlidge) the river has a brick retainin
wall but this is now mainly hidden behind an accumula
spoil bank effectively halving the river channel; it cleal
needs digging out. Further constrictions on the waterco
occur downstream and removing these nisw important
because, when | looked at the river today, it had baake:
from the heavy overnight rain so much that the teatvert

was substantially full. I think the work done so far may h
helped to prevent any flooding in Moreton (although | h¢
heard reports of localised flooding elsewhere). Sadly the-Ic
await Environment Agency report, following Mr. va
Beestonds survey of t he ri
EA is being pressed to release this and we really have to p

wonoét aapdangpaquib.a s

We are expecting an operations team to examine the cL
outside HSBC bank tomorrow (March) and also to tackle
again the drains in this area.

Last Monday | spoke at the Moreton Town Council meet
and drew attentionto therainfal @t i st i cs co
Hyder Phase One report. These show just how exceptiong
rainfall was in this local area from May to July last yeai
commented that, in my opinion and even allowing for
effects of global warming, we really would hawe ke very
unlucky for a similar set of conditions to reoccur and ca
such extensive flooding again. However it is essential we 1
|l ast year as a wake up cal
drainage and continue to press for urgent action takent
particularly to ensure the river becomes fit for purpose agai

| related to you last month that | had spoken at the C
ficabinet o meeting in Cire
guestion. The response given by Clir. Lynden Stowe, Le:
of the Coundiwas delayed; it contains a number of errors; ¢
is generally most unsatisfactory. Cllr. Stowe states that
Aii nappropriate for the Cou
Evenlode made fit for purpose and indicates that no action
betakenunti after CDC receive t
Twod report that he f wo-enpd
its findings by commenting on futugec t i on o .

6

(I have sent a letter in reaction to this and have invited (
Stowe to withdraw and rewrite his response. | am sending
a copy of my letter as it may be of interest to ymd your
readers. | have also sent it to Geoffrey Clif@mwn, our

local M.P [SEEIGonyIeHl.

You will see that it will clearly take quite some time before
the necessary action gets taken but nevertheless we are a
seeing some significant imprevme nt s t o owur
Unfortunately, in the meantime, we do have a continu
contingent risk of further avoidable flooding and that m
remain a concern.

| hope this letter provides you and your readers with a hel
update.

Yours sincerely
Robert W. Dutton. (By email 16March)

= VRPN~ =\

The photas of the exit portal of the "Budgens” twin culvert o
the River Evenlode in the north of the town. It rained overni
and so yolcan see the river has today backgdquite high so
limiting any remaining flowcapacity. The 'spoil bank' which
has accumulated idere is one taken today of the exit portal of
the "Budgens" twin culvert on the River Evenlode in the north

of the town. It rained overnight and so you can see the river

has today backed-up quite high so limiting any remaining

flow capacity. The 'spoil bank' which has accumulated in front

of the river retaining walk tobe seen on the left of the pictur
(and clearly needs digging out). During the week contractor
have remove@7 tons of silt and other debris from this twin
culvert and this must be very reassuring for residents in the
north of the town particularly those in Hospital Road.
However, to reduce the bacip of the river, more emphasis
now needs to be given to enhamgecthe flow further
downstream. | hope this is helpful.

| have taken the liberty of sending a copy of this to Cllr.
Lynden Stowe so that he hesme visual awareness of why
we continue to beso concened about this watcourse at the
present timeRobertDutton



(Copy of letter fromRobert Dutton to Cllr Lynden Stowe, CDC

Councillor Lynden Stowe
Leader of Cotswold District Council

Dear Councillor
Safequarding Moretem-Marsh

Thank you for your response to the question | posed at-
fiCabineto Meet i n§ebrodry, 2003C
unfortunately there was a delay in this reaching me. Als
would like to take this opportunity thank you for your
courtesy when | was given the privilege of speaking to y
and your colleagues.

Your response is most disappointing and contains a nur
of errors.

It is sad that you consid
t o take t BneiroimerdAbency istlcentral
government agency with plenty of other priorities and
constrained financing. The EA has no local accountabili
and the current unsatisfactory state of the River Evenloc
results from years of neglect. In the Response diyen
Clir. Mark Tufnell to my question put to the November
CDC ACabinetd meeting, he
the River Evenlodeand the results of this were expectec
by the end of 2007. This still remains outstanding today
and without it, as you wilhppreciate, no meaningful actio
can be planned. If CDC is unwilling to take the lead for t
moment, will it please at least-codinate things so that, a:
a priority, this key input can be obtained.

The second sentence of your response is nonsensaras
Council has never arranged a public flood meeting here
Moreton. You must be confused by the one held in
Chipping Camden also involving the Environment Agen:
and such a meeting here in Moreton would have been
welcomed and have helped this town enarsiy (Later in
2007 Gloucestershire County Council did hold two publi
6drionp6 sessions in the Mo
no CDC staff attended either session.) | must confess tt
am still not convinced that the CDC Council and its staft
fully appreciate, as you assert, the gravity of the contint
situation here in Moreton. However it was most
encouraging to find that the Hyder report told you that
Moreton should be the number one priority area in your
District for remedial work.

In your secod paragraph you indicate that remedial wc
on the river needs to co
and working downstreamo.

confirm, technically incorrect. Remedial work on

watercourse needs to commence downriver and v
upstream. You and | are not technicians and this is why
continuing delays in the EA report following its rive
survey are so frustrating. It is action downstream whicl
the most urgent now and | have passed to More
Council, for example, a picturé a fallen tree just north o
the 6Stratford Bridged n
(This picture was reproduced in the February edition of
Moreton Times.)

Also in your second paragraph you state that 22 1
of silt had been removed from theng culvert. This
was not correct when you wrote it (and thus yc
source of information is unreliable) but | am nc
pleased to advise you that EA contractors have t
working on the culvert this week and the engin
there told me today they have novarisported 37
tons of silt to landfill and, in addition, they ha
al most filled as uwdkkagblw
and trash. The work at the culvert outlet has expc
a retaining wall built (presumably 150 odd years ¢
when the railway was constred) to contain the
river. It has been hidden behind a big bank
accumulated spoil which has effectively halved 1
capacity of the river channél this clearly needs
diggingout - and it is this scenario, repeated seve
times downstream, that is overd@ior action. There
are also some o6rapidsé
Road bridge, caused by accumulated dislodged st
dating from this railwayera construction, and
anticipate that, if these were cleared away, the ri
should then flow more freely ay from the cleared
out culvert.

In the final part of your response you have careft
avoided giving any indication of when we can exp!
any tangible action by
this time wish to prempt [the next stage of th
Hyder reportdue by the end of May] by commentir
on future actiono. [t
nice if you could have expressed some intent suc
that CDC would be using its best endeavours to t
safeguard Moretein-Marsh from the risk of future
avoidalte flooding. Such a commitment is sad
lacking at the present time.

| can only go on the evidence, but it does appea
me that there is a marked absence of any sens
urgency by your people in Cirencestemaybe that is
part of the charm of living ithis part of Britain! As
an exampl e, the Novemb:
authorised the recruitment of an additional engin
and yet three months later all that had happe
(accordingtothesoal | ed #AFIl ood

Pl and Februaffjyoh pdlad @rn)i
and submitted for eval
The papers provided to Cabinet in November dea
with the allocation of the Flood Relief Grant were,
my opinion, poorly thought through and there can,
example, be no logim limiting any town/parish to &
£10,000 grant. This allocation surely should he
been done on the basis of need and, based or
Hyder Report, Moreton should, to be equitable,
able to claim a significantly bigger pot. Clearly tl
Moreton Town Countiwill be unable to make its
grant application until the promised EA report h
been issued and action thereon agreed. | might
add that | am rather surprised that you and y
colleagues are prepared to tolerate and m
decisions based on poorly pegpd Cabinet papers.

(continued next page) 7



(continued)

On Monday | attended the MoretamMarsh town
council meeting and your nesnse to me was rea
out. A member present, who has been ill since he
forced to abandon his house last July, made a st
statement in my favour which has helped

encourage me to maintain my vigour in seeking
safeguard this town. As you know, $caped being
flooded last July but was shocked not only by 1
scale of the flood but also by the discovery of hi
rundown the townbs dr s
became involved because | felt that Moreton To
Council 0s i mmedi at e rae
defeatist one (i.e. they seemed to believe that dc
anything was beyond their capacity or capabilit
however | can tell you now that their stance
certainly changed. A more paxtive stance is now
needed from CDC and, in this context, | can yell

that, the sooner | am able to put my flood file asi
the happier | and everyone else will be.

| also want you to know that, when | spoke at 1
MTC meeting on Monday, | emphasised t
exceptional weather conditions in this area betw
May and July2007 (as shown in the Hyder Repol
and stated that, in my opinion and even with f
changes caused by global warming, we would
extremely unlucky to experience flooding on t
same scale again. Nevertheless, having tried tc
reassuring, | felt that ehflooding last year should ac
as a wakaip call because it had served to hligjnt
t he i nadequacies of t
anyway has a natural tendency to cause the tow
revert to its medieval status as being located in a |
marsh). For theake of the July flood victims, and t
take away the fear of any -oecurrence, it is
imperative that you as a caring responsible Dist
Council should do more to help us safeguard
town. | hope you agree that this is not
unreasonable expectatiomda working with Hyder,
the EA, MTC and other agencies (such
Gloucestershire Highways), trust we can fairly sc
do enough to take away the current feeling of f
remaining in this town.

Notwithstanding what has happened or not happe
so far, | stilllook forward with anticipation to the da
when we can see the diggers roll in the river. Sort
out Moretonds drainage
for exampl e, at Mo n d ¢
extraordinary cost of £60,000 was mentioned for
civil engine@ing work and installation costs require
to put in a proper screen on the long culvert.

In order that my question to Cabinet is seen to h
been properly answered; to eliminate the errors
your existing response; and to see some commitn
to the peop of this town, | would like to invite yot
to rewrite your response and to put the record
order.

Yours sincerely
Robert W. Dutton

COTSWOLD

DISTRICT COUNCIL

4
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the LEADERGS UPDATE -f

Third Quarter Performance Report
Cabinet considered a
third quarter of 2007/08Highlights included:

e There was an increase in the percentage of household
sent for recycling as a result of new banks for cardboarg
(Estimate 21.4%, target 19%)

e The additional £50,000 spent on street cleansing in
2007/08 has successfully reduced thepetage of land
and highways deposits of litter and detritus (Estimate 1
target 25%)

e The number of properties brought up to the Decent Honm
Standard outperformed the target (Actual from the
beginning of the year: 38, target: 33)

e There was a reductidn domestic burglaries, robberies ar
vehicle crime. Although violent offences per 1,000
population remains higher than target (Actual: 2.5, targe
1.9) there has been a 7.5% reduction this quarter.

e The benefits service has reduced the average time take
process new claims (Actual: 16.6 days, target 22 days)

From

report

Update on the Flood Recovery Action Plan

Consul t an tCorssultéhts plyaler teport has drawn on all
the information gathered by the authority and other organisation
since the floods that fallved torrential rainfall on July 0

It will be followed by a second, more detailed document by the €
of May which will prioritise the key sites needing improvement tg
land drainage, with outline costs.

More details are in our press release on the @GPRsite at
www.cotswold.gov.uk

Town & Parish Resilience Grants

Grants for the first round of Town & Parish Resilience Grants,
intended to boost local resilience ardergency planning measure
were awarded as folws:

e Blockley Parish Council - £2,000

e Bourtorron-theWater Parish Council £1,063.68
e Broadwell Parish Council £857.57

e Chipping Campden Town CouncBE10,000

e Fairford Town Council £10,000

e Lechlade Town Council £4,600

All six locations compasd a -l G wsitsbh of | tieunts
as protective clothing, medical packs, waltaikies, blankets and
torchesi to be funded by the grants.

All town and parish councils in the District are invitedto apply
for a resilience grant. The next round of bidding closes 30/04

Flooding forums

CDC is working with the Environment Agency, water authorities
and Gloucestershire County Council to set up three forums in th
South, Central and North Cotswolds to discuss the findings of th
Hyder report afterite second stage is published in May.

We are currently contacting the above agencies to agree dates
request updates on the outstanding action points raised at previ
forums. Representatives of the relevant town and parish council
will be invited assoon as we have dates and venues.

THE MONTHLY L E A D E RBDATES AREALWAYS
USEFUL READ THEM ON CDCO6S WE



http://www.cotswold.gov.uk/




